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EUROGEO 

• European Association of Geographers  

• Legally based in Belgium  

• NGO – established 1979 

• Professional association 

• Participatory status at Parliamentary Assembly, 
Council of Europe 

• Position to lobby and influence in Europe and to 
protect and promote all our interests 



• EUROGEO at the Council of Europe (since 1983)  

• Culture, Education, Environment, Economy 

– Lobbying in the Parliamentary Assembly 

– Responding to statements and policy 

• Huge education and awareness raising needs 

EUROGEO 



Awareness Raising 

Spatial Information 



EUROGEO – geospatial 

project activities 

• Digital-earth.eu 

• iGuess – I-Use 

• Spatial Citizenship 

• SeaChange  

• GeoCapabilities 

• GeoSkills Plus 

• School on the Cloud 

• GI-N2K 
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The Netherlands 

• In 2008 first signs of a mismatch between 

demands of GEO labour market and 

quantity and quality of students and 

graduates 

 

• Establishment Geo  

Employment Market  

Foundation 
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GeoSkills Plus 

Survey 2013 



GeoSkills Plus 

Survey, 2013  

http://www.geoskillsplus.eu/press/blog 









USA data: http://www.onetonline.org/find/quick?s=geospatial 

Skills Shortages: no defined geospatial workforce

Chui J et al. (2011), Big data: The next frontier for innovation, competition and 

productivity, McKinsey Global Institute 



Data, Data, Data … 

everywhere 

 



What next for SDI? (after 

Atkinson, 2013) 

• Sustained commitment to data 

• Invest in information delivery + wise use 

• Open data processes – scrutiny, 

validation, contribution 

• Education to (better) use data – experts, 

managers, government and the public 

 
Atkinson M (2013),  Big Data, Virtual Earthquake and Seismology 

Research Community, http://www.verce.eu  

http://www.verce.eu


Entrepreneurship, 

Innovation and Leadership 



New Concepts: social learning, 

geographic (geo-)media, spatial 

citizenship 

Gryl I, Jekel T and Donert K (2010), Spatial Citizenship, p2-12, In Jekel T, 
Donert K and Koller A (eds.) Learning with GeoInformation V, Berlin, Wichman 
Verlag 

Sustainability 

of successful 

projects?  



Innovative Approaches: 

GeoCapabilities 



Education and 

human capabilities 
Amartya Sen and Martha Nussbaum 

Role of education in affording people 

with intellectual, moral, and existential 

capabilities for lifelong learning, 

economic, social, personal well-being. 

Implies a focus on broader education 

goals  

Michael Young’s idea of “powerful 

knowledge”  



Geography as powerful 

knowledge (in the Anthropocene) 

Geography encourages, 

•acquisition and development of deep descriptive 

and explanatory ‘world knowledge’ 

•the development of the relational thinking that 

underpins geographical thought 

•a propensity to think about alternative social, 

economic and environmental futures 

 



Global Network of 

Networks  

EyeonEarth Initiative 



Eye on Earth Mission 
Statement 

Eye on Earth strives to enable the generation, 
maintenance, sharing and application of 

environmental, social and economic data and 
information to support informed decision-making 

for sustainable development.  

 



Eye on Earth: Enabler of Change 
Working Towards Sustainable Development 

• EoE Community is growing and represents the full 
range of government, private sector, environmental, 
social and economic interests. 

• It provides access to quality environmental, social and 
economic data for informed decision-making 

• Strives to close data and information gap critical to 
conserving the world’s resources and improving lives 

• Convenes thought/action leaders worldwide to create 
consensus, encourage collaboration and effect change 

 

 

 



Implementing the Eye on Earth Vision 
The Special Initiatives 

• Improving 

environmental, social 

and economic 

information sharing. 

• 37 SI projects across 6 

continents. 

• 500 individuals from 

more than 120 

organisations 

representing multiple 

sectors across society.  



Driving Momentum 
Summit 2015 

http://www.eoesummit.org/get-involved  



Geospatial 

integration 

challenges and 

considerations:  

reflections on 

data 

dashboards 

https://t.co/NGY

vCuQdiW  



Positioning 

• Gaining influence 

• Making an impact 

• Affecting policy 

 

Leydesdorff, L. (2012). The triple helix, quadruple helix,…, and an 

n-tuple of helices: explanatory models for analyzing the knowledge-

based economy?. Journal of the Knowledge Economy, 3(1), 25-35. 



 
Key role of civil society organisations 



Education: Some Needs & 

Recommendations 

• Money ….. support from industry 

• Long-term commitment …… from stakeholders  

• Common public message – media – investment = 

valuation of the sector 

• More research and information gathering 

• Stronger risk evaluation ….   

“What happens if we don’t develop education?” 

Survey of Geospatial Capacity Builders, carried out in March-May 2014  



The Next Revolution? 

Gakstatter E. (2014), Will the Next Industrial Revolution Be Bigger than the First? Will Geospatial Technology be 

Part of It?, Geospatial Solutions, http://tinyurl.com/qxhohom 
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